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Section I     Use of English 

Directions: 

Read the following text. Choose the best word(s) for each numbered blank and mark A, B, 

C or D on the ANSWER SHEET. (10 points) 

In terms of the evolution of life on Earth, human beings have just arrived. 

___(1)____ their short time on Earth, however, people have brought about enormous 

changes to the surfaces of the planet--changes far out of ___(2)____ to the interval of time 

they have ___(3)____ it. 

With the ___(4)____ of intelligence and manual skill, people have found ways to use 

plant and animal resources, mineral ores, fuels, and so on. As the number of people on 

Earth increases, it becomes increasingly difficult for the population to survive ___(5)____ 

the resources of the land. The amount of land is limited. Although agricultural production 

can be promoted by use of ___(6)____ such as tractors and the addition of fertilizer, the 

land ___(7)____ can produce only so much food and no more. As human population 

grows, people ___(8)____ more. 

People are only a very small ___(9)____ of all the living things on the planet. Yet 

their numbers create a  ___(10)____ on resources that can’t be ___(11)____. For 

example, the amount of water on Earth is limited; this water is ___(12)____ through 

natural processes. However, the natural processes for ___(13)____ can clean only a 

certain amount of water. ___(14)____, a limited number of petroleum can be found under 

the Earth’s surface.  

All natural systems tend toward ___(15)____ among opposing factors or forces. 

Human activities can cause or ___(16)____ permanent changes in natural systems. The 

___(17)____ smoke from thousands of factories has caused enormous air pollution. 

Cleaning this smoke has exceeded the protective ability of natural processes. The forests 

cannot clean the air fast enough. The twentieth century began with powerful countries 

competing to take ___(18)____ of the Earth. ___(19)____ an outcome of their hunger, the 

Earth was abused. Now that people are no longer ___(20)____ of the causes of the 

sickness of our planet, they seek ways to rescue the Earth.. 
 

1. [A] For [B] Despite [C] In [D] Owing to 

2. [A] control [B] step [C] date [D] proportion 

3. [A] established [B] occupied [C] damaged [D] influenced 

4. [A] cooperation [B] commission [C] combination [D] competition 

5.  [A] on [B] by [C] with [D] of 

6. [A] mechanics [B] mechanism [C] machinery [D] manufacture 
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7. [A] ultimately [B] previously [C] currently [D] thereby 

8. [A] produce [B] consume [C] distribute [D] design 

9.  [A] friction [B] freight [C] frame [D] fraction 

10. [A] drift [B] drip [C] drain [D] drill 

11. [A] repaired [B] renewed [C] repelled [D] repeated 

12.  [A] produced [B] circulated [C] cleaned [D] reduced 

13.  [A] filtering [B] filling [C] fulfilling [D] figuring 

14.  [A] Conversely [B] Likewise [C] Nevertheless [D] Therefore 

15.  [A] future [B] extreme [C] limit [D] balance 

16.  [A] accelerate [B] induce [C] eliminate [D] facilitate 

17. [A] individual [B] subsequent [C] deliberate [D] collaborative 

18. [A] care [B] advantage [C] account [D] charge 

19. [A] To [B] In [C] As [D] In spite of 

20. [A] tolerant [B] aware [C] ignorant [D] resistant 
 

 

 

 

Section II     Reading Comprehension 

 

Part A 

Directions 

Reading the following four texts. Answer the questions below each text by choosing A, B, 

C or D. Mark your answers on the ANSWER SHEET. (40 points) 
 

Text 1 

People who let their dogs sleep with them or allow them to lick their faces are no 

more likely than other dog owners to have the same strains of E. coli bacteria as their 

dogs, a Kansas State University veterinarian reports. 

Dr. Kate Stenske, a clinical assistant professor at the university’s College of 

Veterinary Medicine, said it’s known that diseases can be shared between dogs and people 

and that about 75 percent of emerging diseases are transferrable between humans and 

other animals. 

She decided to focus on E. coli, which is common in the gastrointestinal tracts of both 

humans and dogs. 

For the study, Stenske analyzed fecal samples from dogs and their owners. She found 

that 10 percent of human-dog pairs had the same E. coli strains and that these strains were 

more resistant to common antibiotics than expected. However, owners had more multiple 

drug-resistant stains than their dogs. 

“This makes us think that dogs are not likely to spread multiple drug-resistant E. coli 

to their owners, but perhaps may spread them to their dogs,” Stenske said in a university 

news release. “What we learn from this is that antibiotics really do affect the bacteria 

within our gastrointestinal tract, and we should only take them when we really need 

to—and always finish the entire prescription as directed.” 

There was no evidence that owners who sleep with their dog or allow face licking 

were more likely to have shared strains of E. coli, according to the study, which was 
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expected to be published in an upcoming issue of the American Journal of Veterinary 

Research. 

However, the study did find an association between antibiotic-resistant E. coli and 

owners who didn’t wash their hands after petting their dogs or before cooking meals. 

“We should use common sense and practice good general hygiene,” Stenske advised. 

She said the find that close human-dog bonding behaviors aren’t more likely to spread 

germs is good news because of the physical and psychological benefits of pet ownership. 

Surveys show that nearly half of all dog owners share their food with their dogs, and more 

than half allow their dogs to sleep with them and lick their face. 

“If you look at one study, 84 percent of people say their dog is like a child to them,” 

Stenske added. 

Future research might look at cat owners and shared E. coli. More Americans own 

cats than dogs, and cats interact with people in different ways than dogs, Stenske noted. 

 

21. What can we infer from the first paragraph? 

[A] Close human-dog bonding behaviors aren’t more likely to spread germs. 

[B] Dog owners should not let their dogs lick their faces or sleep with them. 

[C] It is not hygienic to let dogs sleep with you or lick your face. 

[D] The E. coli bacteria are spread from dogs to their masters. 

22. The reason why the study focuses on E. coli is that __________. 

[A] the samples are easy to get 

[B] it is a representative of bacterium found in human bowels 

[C] it is a common bacterium shared by dogs and mankind in bowels 

[D] it is a bacterium spread easily between human beings 

23. Which one is NOT the conclusion of the study? 

[A] Owners have multiple drug-resistant strains than their dogs. 

[B] Dogs are not likely to spread multiple drug-resistant E. coli to their owners. 

[C] We cannot take antibiotics casually, but only when we really need. 

[D] Owners allow face licking are more likely to share strains of E. coli. 

24. According to Stenske, people should practice general hygiene by 

[A] washing their hands before petting the dogs. 

[B] washing their hands before cooking the meals. 

[C] severing their intimate bond with pet-dogs. 

[D] eating different food from their dogs. 

25. The study has brought good news to the dog-owners in that __________. 

[A] it allows dog-owners to maintain their intimate bond with dogs at ease. 

[B] dogs and their owners can be immune from viruses if keeping intimate. 

[C] dogs are more favorite than cats in mankind’s view. 

[D] it proves that dogs are dirtier than what we have imagined. 
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Text 2 

Traffic science is one of those disciplines that seems permanently poised on the verge 

of a breakthrough. Professional journals regularly publish promising research, and the 

press trumpets their importance. However, it turns out that traffic is a deceptively 

complicated problem. It could be said to resemble molecular physics, in fact, since it’s a 

system of individual practices interacting in complex ways. Except, with traffic, the 

particles have minds of their own. 

There are two kinds of traffic flow. In uncongested, stable flows, cars can move at or 

near the speed limit, and individuals are able to move in and out of lanes or enter the 

highway smoothly. Then, there’s what traffic experts call the “unstable regime,” what 

laypeople refer to as stop-and-go traffic. What scientists have figured out over the past 

decade or so is when and why traffic shifts between the two. 

“We see in our models that traffic become unstable when the number of cars (passing 

a specific spot) per lane per hour reaches between 2,000 and 2,500. At that nominal 

capacity level, traffic is very likely to become unstable,” says Hani Mahmassani, a traffic 

scientist at Northwestern University in Chicago. 

Consider a classic case. A slow-moving car shifts into the left lane to pass an even 

slower-moving car. The car immediately behind the lane-changer has to decelerate 

dramatically—not just to the speed of the car in front of him, but slow enough to create a 

safe driving distance between them. The next car back has to slow down even more, again 

to give itself a cushion. This slowdown ripple back through the lane and eventually 

spreads into the other lanes as nearby drivers notice the sea of brake lights and reflexively 

slow down. Traffic researchers refer to this as a shock wave, and it can travel back for 

miles. 

Unfortunately, while we’ve gotten really good at understanding why traffic jams 

happen, our tools to prevent them are pretty limited. 

First, we don’t hate spending time in our cars as much as we pretend to. “Because 

building more roads doesn’t improve traffic flow,” says Chris Barrett, a Virginia Tech 

professor who constructs traffic modeling systems. “If you decrease the amount of time it 

takes to travel a certain distance to work, people just move farther away from their offices. 

It changes behavior in a negative way.” 

Moreover, people have strongly resisted the best congestion-fighting tool that can be 

immediately implemented. Every traffic expert I spoke with pointed out the runaway 

success of London’s congestion pricing system. Drivers who want to enter the heart of the 

city during busy times have to pay 10 pounds—about $16. The system has made a huge 

difference in reducing congestion, and the city is using the extra revenue to renovate the 

subway and add buses. 
 

26. In Paragraph 1 “traffic is a deceptively complicated problem” means that _______. 

[A] It is conceptually complicated 

[B] It pretends to be complicated 

[C] Its complication is confusing 

[D] Its complication is doubtful 
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27. According to the passage, what conclusion can be drawn from the traffic science? 

[A] The formation mechanism of traffic congestion still puzzles the scientists. 

[B] Traffic science studies the interactions of intelligent particles. 

[C] Scientists have made significant breakthroughs in traffic science. 

[D] There is no such a boundary capacity beyond which traffic flows will become 

unstable. 

28. Which of the following statement about “shock wave” is CORRECT? 

[A] It affects the lane used for overtaking cars only. 

[B] It is more likely to appear in a stable traffic flow. 

[C] It will cause the lane-changer to slow down. 

[D] It is a ripple effect initiated by a slow-moving car. 

29. Which of the following traffic jam prevention tools is both effective and realistic? 

[A] Building more roads. 

[B] Congestion pricing system in London. 

[C] Adopting self-driving technology on cars. 

[D] Congestion taxation in Washington D.C. 

30. What is the main idea of the passage? 

[A] Traffic science struggles to keep cars flowing. 

[B] Traffic science proved unreliable in traffic control. 

[C] Traffic scientists construct traffic modeling systems. 

[D] Traffic experts support congestion pricing system. 
 

 

Text 3 

The question that comes first to my mind is this. What would it mean to say that an 

animal has the right to the pursuit of happiness? How would that come about, and in 

relationship to whom? 

In speaking of “animal happiness,” we often tend to mean something like “creature 

comforts.” The emblems of this are the golden retriever rolling in the grass, the horse with 

his nose deep in the oats, kitty by the fire. Creature comforts are important to animals: 

“Grub first, then ethics” is a motto that would describe many a wise Labrador retriever, 

and I have a bull terrier named Annie whose continual quest for the perfect pillow inspires 

her to awesome feats. But there is something more to animals, something more to my 

Annie, a capacity for satisfactions that come from work in the full sense—something 

approximately like what leads some people to insist that they need a career (though my 

own temperament is such that I think of a good woodcarver or a dancer or poet sooner 

than I think of a business executive when I contemplate the kind of happiness enjoyed by 

an accomplished dressage horse). This happiness, like the artists, must come from 

something within the animal, something trainers call talent, and so cannot be imposed on 

the animal. But at the same time it does not arise in a vacuum; if it had not been a fairly 

ordinary thing in one part of the world at one point to teach young children to play the 

harpsichord, it is doubtful that Mozart’s music would exist. There are animals versions, if 

not equivalent, of Mozart, and they cannot make their spontaneous passions into sustained 

happiness without education, .anymore than Mozart could have. 
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Aristotle identified happiness with ethics and with work, unlike Thomas Jefferson, 

who defined happiness as “Indolence of Body; Tranquility of Mind.” and thus what I call 

creature comforts. Aristotle also excluded as unethical anything that animals and artists 

do, for reasons that look wholly benighted to me. Nonetheless, his central insights are 

more helpful than anything else I know in beginning to understand why some horses and 

dogs can only be described as competent, good at what they do, and therefore happy. Not 

happy because leading lives of pleasure, but rather happy because leading lives in which 

the sensation of getting it right, the “click,” as of the pleasure that comes of solving a 

puzzle or surmounting something, is a governing principle. 
 

31. The author presents examples in Sentence 2, Paragraph 2 in order to ________. 

[A] illustrate the variety of activities in which animals engage 

[B] suggest that appearances of happiness are deceptive  

[C] support an apparently implausible argument 

[D] arouse nostalgic longings. 

32. The motto “Grub first; then ethics” (in Paragraph 2) indicates that animals ______..  

[A] are much more intelligent than many people believe 

[B] have been forced to develop survival skills 

[C] desire consistency in their daily lives 

[D] enjoy close relationships with human beings 

33. Which of the following statements is more consistent with the author’s discussion of 

temperament in “... (though my temperament ... Accomplished dressage horse)” in 

Paragraph 2? 

[A] The author believes that few people are ever satisfied with the jobs they have chosen. 

[B] The author suspects that a busy life can have its own rewards. 

[C] The author believes that a poet can be successful in business. 

[D] The author considers artistic pursuits to be the most personally fulfilling of all endeavors. 

34. The word of “indolence” in Paragraph 3 can be best replaced by _______. 

[A] independence 

[B] idleness 

[C] energy 

[D] diligence 

35. The author’s discussion of Mozart in the end of Paragraph 2 primarily emphasizes the 

[A] the role of social circumstances in the emergence of musical genius. 

[B] fact that young children are sometimes pushed to excel. 

[C] observation that genius was more common in the past than it is today. 

[D] pleasure that artists derive from achievement. 

 

 

Text 4 

Under my desk I kept a large carton of cassette tapes. Though they have all been 

transcribed, I still like to listen to them from time to time. 
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Some are quiet and easy to understand. They are filled with the voices of American 

doctors, interrupted occasionally by the clink of a coffee cup or beep of a pager. The 

rest--more than half of them--are very noisy. They are filled with the voices of the Lees 

family, Hmong refugees from Laos who came to the United States in 1980. Against a 

background of babies crying, children playing, doors slamming, dishes clattering,  a 

television yammering, and an air conditioner wheezing. I can hear the mother’s voice, by 

turns breathy, nasal, gargly, or humlike as it slides up and down the Hmong language’s 

eight tones; the father’s voice, louder, slower, more vehement; and my interpreter’s voice, 

mediating in Hmong and English, low and deferential in each. The hubbub summons 

sense-memories; the coolness of the red metal folding chair, reserved for guests, that was 

always set up when I arrived in the apartment; the shadows cast by the amulet that hung 

from the ceiling and swung in the breeze on its length of grocer’s twine; the tastes of 

Hmong food. 

I sat on the Lee’s red chair for the first time on May 19, 1988. Earlier that spring I 

had to Merced, California, because I had heard that there were some misunderstandings at 

the county hospital between its Hmong patients and medical staff. One doctor called them 

“collisions,” which made it sound as if two different kinds of people had rammed into 

each other, head on, to the accompaniment of squealing brakes and breaking glass. As it 

turned out, the encounters were messy but rarely frontal. Both sides were wounded, but 

neither side seemed to know what had hit it or how to avoid another crash. 

I have always felt that the action most worth watching occurs not at the center of 

things but where edges meet. I like shorelines, weather fronts, international borders. These 

places have interesting frictions and incongruities, and often, if you stand at the pint of 

tangency, you can see both sides better than if you were in the middle of either one. This 

is especially true when the apposition is cultural. When I first came to Merced, I hoped 

that the culture of American medicine, about which I knew a little, and the culture of the 

Hmong, about which I knew nothing, would somehow illuminate each other if I could 

position myself between the two and manage not to get caught in the crossfire. But after 

getting to know the Lees family and their daughter’s doctors and realizing how hard it was 

to blame anyone, I stopped analyzing the situation in such linear terms. Now, when I play 

the tapes late at night, I imagine what they would sound like if I could splice them 

together, so the voices of the Hmong and those of the American doctors could be heard on 

a single tape, speaking a common language. 

 

36. In Paragraph 2, the word of “summons” most nearly means _________. 

[A] sends for 

[B] calls forth 

[C] requests 

[D] orders 

37. It can be inferred from the underlined sentences in Paragraph 3 that “collisions’ was 

NOT an apt description because the _________. 

[A] clash between Hmong patients and medical staff was indirect and baffling 

[B] Hmong patients and the medical staff were not significantly affected by the 

encounters 

[C] medical staff was not responsible for the dissatisfaction of the Hmong patients 

[D] disagreement reached beyond particular individuals to the community at large 
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38. Which of the following views of conflict is best supported by the first underlined 

sentence in Paragraph 4 (“These … one”)? 

[A] Efforts to prevent conflicts are not always successful. 

[B] Conflict can occur in many different guises. 

[C] You can understand two parties that have resolved their conflicts better than two 

parties that are currently in conflict. 

[D] In most conflicts, both parties are to blame. 

39. According to the second underlined sentence in Paragraph 4 (“When I … crossfire”), 

the author’s initial goal was to 

[A] acquire a greater knowledge of how the American medical culture serves patients. 

[B] serve as a counselor to the county hospital’s Hmong patients in order to ease their 

anxieties. 

[C] work out a compromise between the American doctors and the Lee family. 

[D] consider the perspectives of both the American doctors and the Lees family to see 

what insights might develop. 

40.At the end of the passage, the author suggests that it would be ideal if the 

[A] differences between the Lees family and the American doctors could be resolved 

quickly. 

[B] concerns and opinions of the Lees family and the American doctors could be 

merged 

[C] American doctors could take the time to learn more about their Hmong patients. 

[D] Hmong patients could become more vocal in defense of their rights. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

第 8 页， 共 11 页 

 第 3 页， 共 10 页 
 



Part B 

Directions: 

In the following text, some sentences have been removed. For Questions 41-45, choose 

the most suitable one from the list A-F to fit into each of the numbered blanks. There is 

one extra choice, which does not fit in any of the blanks. Mark your answers on the 

ANSWER SHEET. (10 points) 

 

Many people seem to think that creativity is producing the Big Idea – an idea from 

nowhere so clever and so profound that it defines creativity. (41) One of the key lessons of 

this book, and a clear message to the prospective client who rejected my proposals, is this: 

the instant Big Idea does not exist. 

(42) Ideas come through a series of small steps or moves. They build up each other to 

produce the final idea. Look back on any idea you have come up with; think back to 

precisely how the idea grew, and trace its lineage. (43) Rather than the creative idea being 

an instant revelation, it will more likely be characterized by a haphazard series of moves, 

steps and linkages. 

(44) (A study of the remaining 5 per cent of patents would, I suspect, reveal that they 

are the products of incremental thought.) Any truly great idea (possessing significant 

added value) will generally have emerged as a result of a series of incremental small steps 

in generating it, with much of its inherent added value gained in the subsequent 

implementation, or in how it was sold. 

Examine any field of activity where creative ideas are generated and used, whether it 

is the world of management, the arts, or television comedy. (45) Indeed, the management 

guru Tom Peters describes in his book A Passion for Excellence (Peters, 1996) several 

case studies where organizations made decisions to pursue a Big Idea: ‘In all of history it 

seems, from French fry seasoning at McDonald’s to IBM’s System/360 computer, the first 

and second prototypes don’t work.’ Often the key people in a project were simply intent 

on ‘making it work’; through trial and error they eventually succeeded. No Big Idea 

brought an instant solution. 

A.  Creativity, and its task of generating ideas, is essentially incremental. 

B.  Their ideas are created through a number of mini-steps, not via an instant, 

earth-shattering moment of inspiration. 

C.  The blinding flash of inspiration will, if you are honest enough, be linked to an 

earlier idea or element that you may have been dealing with. 

D.  In public relations work it may be the new campaign idea that no one else has 

thought of, which will achieve significant publicity, or the photocall gimmick that 

shows the product in a new light and generates extensive media coverage.. 

E.  It is much more convenient to believe great creative people somehow intuitively 

and instantly arrive at Big Ideas rather than recognize that creativity can be a 

messy, unglamorous and protracted process. 

F.  This incremental nature of creativity is confirmed by the UK’s Patent Office, 

which reports that 95 per cent of new patents are merely adaptations of existing 

ones.  
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Part C 

Directions:  

Read the following text carefully and then translate the underlined segments into Chinese. 

Your translation should be written neatly on the ANSWER SHEET. (10 points) 

 

Will teleportation become a reality in time for General Relativity’s 100
th

 birthday? 

THE YEAR 2015 is the 100
th

 anniversary of the publication of Albert Einstein’s first 

papers on relativity. (46) This revolutionary theory of physics changed our view of the 

Universe and opened up many possibilities, such as the use of atomic energy, which had 

never been dreamed of before. 

Teleportation is one dream that’s yet to be achieved. In science fiction, teleportation 

means disintegrating an object in one place while a perfect replica appears somewhere 

else. The transporter of Star Trek is probably the best-known example. Ironically, a limited 

kind of teleportation has been achieved through relativity’s ‘rival’ of quantum theory. (47) 

As reported in Focus 272, quantum teleportation involves transferring information on a 

quantum system- that is, a small a simple system such as a single photon – from one place 

to another. Such experiments may lead to advances in communications and computing: we 

may even see a ‘quantum internet’. 

(48) But these experiments have yet to be scaled up to a system as large as a 

molecule, let alone Captain Kirk. Besides, Star Trek transporters don’t seem to work on 

quantum effects. In one Star Trek: The Next Generation episode, Data explains that 

transporter work by converting someone into an energy beam, then back to their original 

pattern. Einstein’s relativity did prove that energy and mass are equivalent. But in The 

Physics of Star Trek (1995), physicist Lawrence Krauss shows that to beam a human 

might require 10,000 times the current power output of Earth.  

Teleportation is a stubborn dream. Stories of matter transmitters go back to Edward 

Page Mitchell’s 1877 novel The Man Without A Body, with roots in myths like the 

‘seven-league boots’ of European folklore. If we ever could build a teleporter, what would 

we do with it? 

Larry Niven’s 1973 novel Flash Crowd showed a 2015 transformed since 

‘displacement booths’ were introduced back in 1990. (49) As you no loner needed to live 

close by your place of work, cities and suburbs dissolved, while property values soared 

and crashed. The title relates to a kind of permanent floating riot that is drawn to 

disturbances. 

In the Doctor who serial The Seeds of Death(1969), a UN-run global teleportation 

called Travel-mat(T-mat) is the world’s sole means of transportation. (50) The network is 

creaking because of human frailty and mistakes, even before disaster strikes in the form of 

an invasion of Ice Warriors from Mars. When T-mat is shut down, within hours “a total 

breakdown of social order (is) predicted”. This story is a metaphor for the dangers of 

over-reliance on a single technological system. 
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Section III   Writing 

 

51. Directions: 

Carefully read the following passage and write a short composition of about 250 to 300 

words. You should write the composition on the ANSWER SHEET. Note that your score 

will be awarded mainly on the base of content, logic, style and language. (30%) 

 

In the United Kingdom and many other European countries, many old buildings are well 

reserved and protected by historic trusts and international organizations such as 

UNESCO. In China, a number of public administrations however believe that old 

buildings stand in the way of progress. 

 

Why is protection of old buildings important in China or not? An argumentative is 

expected to support your viewpoint. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The end of the test 
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