
2016年宁波大学博士研究生入学考试

英语试卷（A卷）

（考试时间：180 分钟）

招生专业：__________ 研究方向：__________

考生姓名：__________ 准考证号：__________

考生注意事项

1. 考生必须严格遵守各项考场规则。

2. 答题前，考生应按准考证上的有关内容填写答题卡上的“考生姓名”、“准考证

号”等信息。

3. 答案必须按要求填涂或写在指定的答题卡上。

(1) 英语知识运用、阅读理解 A节、B节的答案填涂在答题卡的第一页上，要求

用 2B铅笔将选择的答案涂黑。如要改动，必须用橡皮擦干净。

(2) 阅读理解部分 C节的答案和作文必须用（蓝）黑色字迹钢笔、圆珠笔在答题

卡的第二页上作答。字迹要清楚。

4. 考试结束后，将答题卡和试卷一并交给监考人员。



宁波大学 2016 年攻读博士学位研究生

入 学 考 试 试 题(答案必须写在答题纸上)

考试科目: 考码： 专业名称:

Section I Use of English
Directions:
Read the following text. Choose the best word(s) for each numbered blank and mark A, B,
C or D on the ANSWER SHEET. (10 points)

American cities are ___(1)____ other cities around the world. In every country, cities
reflect the ___(2)____ of the culture. Cities contain the very ___(3)____ aspect of a
society: opportunities for education, employment, and entertainment. They also contain
the very worst parts of a society: violent crime, racial conflict and poverty. American
cities are changing, just ___(4)____ American society.

After World War II, the population of ___(5)____ large American cities decreased;
however .the population in many Sun Belt cities ___(6)____. Los Angeles and Houston
are cities ___(7)____ population increased. These population shifts to and from the city
___(8)____ the changing values of American society. During this time, in the ___(9)____
1940s and early 1950s, city residents became wealthier, more prosperous. They had more
children. They needed more ___(10)____ . They moved out their apartments in the city
___(11)____their own homes. They bought houses in the ___(12)____, areas near a city
where people live. These are areas ___(13)____ many offices or factories. During the
1950s the American "dream" was to have a house on the outskirts. Now things are
changing. The children of the people who left the cities in the 1950s are now
___(14)____. They, ___(15)____ their parents, want lo live in the cities. ___(16)____
continue to move to cities in the Sun Belt. Cities are ___(17)____ and the population is
increasing in such states as Texas, Florida, and California. Others are moving to more
___(18)____ cities of the North-east and Midwest, such as Boston, Baltimore and
Chicago. Many young professionals, doctors, lawyers, and executives are moving back
into the city. They prefer the city' ___(19)____ the suburbs because their jobs are there;
they are afraid of the fuel shortage; or they just ___(20)____ the excitement and
opportunities which the city offers. A new class is moving into the cities － a wealthier,
more mobile class.

1. [A] different from [B] similar to [C] better than [D] worse than
2. [A] values [B] worth [C] importance [D] expense
3. [A] well [B] good [C] better [D] best
4. [A] likely [B] as [C] while [D] when
5. [A] all [B] most [C] few [D] much
6. [A] increased [B] changed [C] decreased [D] lowered
7. [A] its [B] which [C] where [D] that
8. [A] become [B] reflect [C] gain [D] contain
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9. [A] late [B] later [C] lately [D] latter
10. [A] space [B] spots [C] time [D] food
11. [A] buying [B] buy [C] to buy [D] bought
12. [A] outskirts [B] downtown [C] districts [D] suburbs
13. [A] without [B] with [C] within [D] from
14. [A] managers [B] adults [C] parents [D] doctors
15. [A] likely [B] like [C] dislike [D] unlike
16. [A] Some [B] All [C] Several [D] Lots of
17. [A] stretching [B] widening [C] expanding [D] prolonging
18. [A] organized [B] famous [C] official [D] established
19. [A] than [B] better than [C] rather than [D] to
20. [A] win [B] enjoy [C] earn [D] acquire

Section II Reading Comprehension

Part A
Directions
Reading the following four texts. Answer the questions below each text by choosing A, B,
C or D. Mark your answers on the ANSWER SHEET. (40 points)

Text 1

In the 19th century, there used to be a model of how to be a good person. There are all
these torrents of passion flowing through you. Your job, as captain of your soul, is to erect
dams to keep these passions in check. Your job is to just say no to laziness, lust, greed,
drug use and the other sins.

These days that model is out of fashion. You usually cant’ change your behaviour
b y simply resolving to do something. Knowing what to do is not the same
as being able to do it. Your willpower is not like a dam that can block the torrent of
self-indulgence. It’s more like a muscle, which tires easily. Moreover, you’re a social
being. If everybody around you is overeating, you’ll probably do so, too.

The 19th-century character model was based on an understanding of free will. Today,
we know that free will is bounded. People can change their lives, but ordering change is
not simple because many things, even within ourselves, are beyond our direct control.

Much of our behaviour, for example, is guided by unconscious habits. Researchers at
Duke University calculated that more than 40 percent of the actions we take are governed
by habit, not actual decisions. Researchers have also come to understand the structure of
habits—cue, routine, reward.

You can change your own personal habits. If you leave running shorts on the floor at
night, that’ll be a cue to go running in the morning. Don’t try to ignore your afternoon
snack craving. Every time you feel the cue for a snack, insert another routine. Take a walk.

Their research thus implies a different character model, which is supposed to
manipulate the neural networks inside.

To be an effective person, under this model, you are supposed to coolly examine your
own unconscious habits, and the habits of those under your care. You are supposed to
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devise strategies to alter the cues and routines. Every relationship become slightly
manipulative, including your relationship with yourself. You’re trying to arouse certain
responses by implanting certain cues.

This is a bit disturbing, because the important habitual neural networks are not
formed by mere routine, nor can they be reversed by clever cues. They are burned in by
emotion and strengthened by strong yearnings, like the yearnings for admiration and
righteousness.

If you think you can change your life in a clever way, the way an advertiser can get
you to buy an air freshener, you’re probably wrong. As the Victorians understood, if you
want to change your life, don’t just look for a clever cue. Commit to some larger global
belief.

21. Which of the following is a key element in the 19th-century character model?
[A]Passion.
[B]Determination.
[C] Capability.
[D]Action.

22. The 19th-century model supposedly does not work because __________.
[A] it has worked unsatisfactorily most of the time
[B] the comparison of free will to a dam is groundless
[C]what one wishes to do should be considered carefully
[D]there were many other factors beyond one’s control

23. What is the main implication of the research at Duke University?
[A]Habit is key to one’s behaviour.
[B]One’s behaviour is difficult to change.
[C] Both habit and will power are important.
[D]Habit has an unidentified structure.

24. According to the new character model, personal behaviour could be altered through
[A]cues to manipulate the habitual neutral responses.
[B] cues to stop all the former unconscious habits.
[C] techniques to devise different physical cues.
[D]techniques to supplement old routines.

25. We learn from the passage that the new character model __________.
[A]has been used change behaviour successfully
[B] deals better with emotional aspects of behaviour
[C] stresses the neutral and psychological aspects of habit change
[D]can bring about changes in one’s life like what advertisers do

Text 2

“I’m a little worried about my future,” said Dustin Hoffman in The Graduate. He
should be luck. All he had to worry about was whether to have an affair with Mrs.
Robinson. In the sixties, that was the sum total of post-graduation anxiety syndrome.

Hoffman’s modern counterparts are not so fortunate. The Mrs. Robinsons aren’t
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sitting around at home any more, seducing graduates. They are out in the workplace,
doing the high-powered jobs the graduates want, but cannot get. For those fresh out of
university, desperate for work but unable to get it, there is a big imbalance between supply
and demand. And there is no narrowing of the gap in sight.

The latest unemployment figures show that 746,000 of 18-24 year-olds are
unemployed—a record rate of 18 per cent. Many of those will have graduated this
summer. They are no panicking yet, but as the job rejections mount up, they are beginning
to feel ashamed.

Of course, it is easy to blame the Government and, in particular, the target that
Labour has long trumpeted—50 per cent of school-leavers in higher education. That was
not too smart. The Government has not only failed to meet its target—the actual figure is
still closer to 40 per cent—but it has raised expectations to unrealistic levels.

Parents feel as bably let down as the young people themselves. Middle-class families
see their graduate offspring on the dole queue and wonder why they bothered paying
school fees. Working-class families feel an even keener sense of disappointment. For
many such families, getting a child into university was the fulfillment of a lifelong dream.
It represented upward social and financial mobility. It was proof that they were living in a
dynamic, economically successful country. That dream does not seem so rosy now.

Graduate unemployment is not, ultimately, a political problem ready to be solved.
Job-creation schemes for graduates are very low down in ministerial in-trays. If David
Cameron’s Conservatives had a brilliant idea for guaranteeing every graduate a well0paid
job, they would have unveiled it by now. It is a social problem, though a more deep-seated
social problem than people perhaps realize.

26. The author begins with an episode from The Graduate in order to _______.
[A]support the fact that more women are working now
[B] show that few graduates started working right after graduation
[C] demonstrate that these were much fewer graduates than now
[D]emphasize the sharp contrast between now and then

27. With regard to job opportunities for young graduates, the author sounds _______.
[A]pessimistic
[B] hopeful
[C] indifferent
[D]furious

28. The author is _______ the Labour Government’s target: 50% of school leavers in
higher education.
[A] in favour of
[B] doubtful about
[C] strongly critical of
[D]mildly critical of

29. Which of the following statements about parents’ feelings is correct?
[A]Working-class parents feel just as disappointed.
[B] Parents and their children feel equally disappointed.
[C]Middle-class parents feel more disappointed.
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[D]Parents feel more disappointed than their children.

30. Towards the end of the passage, the author implies that _________.
[A] there will be job-creation schemes for graduates
[B] graduate unemployment is more of a political issue
[C] graduate unemployment is both a political and a social issue
[D]the Conservatives are doing far from enough to solve the issue

Text 3
Concern for the environment in the US extends back into the nineteenth century,

when nature lovers and sports enthusiasts first sought protection for areas of exceptional
natural beauty or significance. But it was not until the late 1960's that environmental
concerns entered the mainstream of American political debate. By then many Americans
had come to the conclusion that more development was not necessarily desirable,
especially if it meant more polluted air, dying lakes and rivers, and a landscape strewn
with unsightly waste, and crowded with sprawling construction projects. In May of 1970,
several environmental groups staged the first Earth Day celebration, designed to heighten
public awareness of environmental problems. The success of that initial effort led to it
becoming a regular annual event.

During the 1950s and 1960s, industrial and vehicle pollution levels had become a
serious threat to public health, so the environmental movement of this period focused
heavily on restoring and ensuring the cleanliness of basic air and water supplies. Rapidly
expanding development pressures were also spurring efforts to preserve unique lands and
threatened wildlife habitats, and to protect the endangered species supported by them
before they vanished into extinction. It is generally accepted that the environmental
protection movement was so successful because of its grass roots support; groups of
activists in hundreds of towns that took the initiative in cleaning up their own
communities. During the 1970s, this local activism reinforced support for the passage of
key laws at the national level, such as the Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act, Endangered
Species Act, and National Environmental Policy Act, which together have constituted the
foundation for environmental ; standards in the US ever since.

In addition to this national legislation, the year after the first Earth Day, by executive
order, President Nixon established the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA); an
organization dedicated to restoring and protecting the environment. The EPA
spearheaded many contemporary efforts to protect the environment, but it was not
working alone. It was allied with a wide variety of distinctly different and separate
organizations ranging from a small number of well-funded high-profile national and
international organizations to many thousands of smaller special interest groups and even
individuals working at the local level. Thanks to the additional help of environmentally
conscious political figures in the mold of Teddy Roosevelt, who nearly a century before
established the first national parks in the USA, the movement gained momentum. The
EPA has now become one of the government's largest and most influential regulatory
agencies. Through its own efforts and in cooperation with other organizations, it has
earned a large measure of credit for protecting and restoring the quality of the
environment in the United States.
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Although one might assume that the cause of environmental protection would
engender universal support, it does have its detractors. One criticism that has been leveled
against the movement is the claim that its predictions about the dire consequences of
environmental damage have often been in error. Environmentalists counter this assertion
by pointing out that their warnings have often brought about changes on the part of the
public, the government and private industry, and that these changes prevented the
predictions from being realized. However, just as it is often very difficult to gauge the
impact of human activity on something as complex as the environment, it is equally
difficult to determine which side is right in this debate. Because environmental issues
cover such a wide range of concerns, this is a question that must be considered on a case
by case basis. These voices of dissent have demonstrated to environmentalists the need to
apply quantitative methods in assessing the extent of the destruction they have witnessed,
or the degree to which their work has been manifested in actual improvement of the
environment.

31. On which of the following does the passage mainly focus?
[A] Earth Day’s impact on the environmental movement.
[B] How to protect the environment of the planet.
[C] The environmental protection movement, and how it began.
[D] The success of the EPA in protecting natural resources.

32. The word spurring in Paragraph 2 is closest in meaning to ______.
[A] opposing
[B] managing
[C] supporting
[D] motivating

33. According to Paragraph 2, why was the environmental protection movement so
widely successful?
[A] It protected plants and animals people cared about.
[B] It functioned well at the local level.
[C] It voted unsympathetic politicians out of office.
[D] It forced ratification of important national laws.

34. The word spearheaded in Paragraph 3 can be best replaced by _______.
[A] inspired
[B] led
[C] conceived
[D] modified

35. According to Paragraph 4, what was a common criticism of the environmental
protection?
[A] It suggested measures that would harm the economy.
[B] Its predictions could not be prevented through practical action.
[C] That it lacked the support needed to make any real progress.
[D] The environmental damage it claimed was not seen.
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Text 4

Helplessness and passivity are central themes in describing human depression.
Laboratory experiments with animals have uncovered a phenomenon designated “learned
helplessness.” Dogs given inescapable shock initially show intense emotionality, but later
become passive in the same situation. When the situation is changed from inescapable to
escapable shock, the dogs fail to escape even though escape is possible. Neurochemical
changes resulting from learned helplessness produce an avoidance-escape deficit in
laboratory animals.

Is the avoidance deficit caused by prior exposure to inescapable shock learned
helplessness or is it simply stress-induced noradrenergic deficiency leading to a deficit in
motor activation? Avoidance-escape deficit can been produced in rats by stress alone, i.e.,
by a brief swim in cold water. But a deficit produced by exposure to extremely traumatic
events must be produced by a very different mechanism than the deficit produced by
exposure to the less traumatic uncontrollable aversive events in the learned-helplessness
experiments. A nonaversive parallel to the learned helplessness induced uncontrollable
shock, e.g., induced by uncontrollable food delivery, produces similar results. Moreover,
studies have shown the importance of prior experience in learned helplessness. Dogs can
be “immunized” against learned helplessness by prior experience with controllable shock.
Rats also show a “mastery effect” after extended experience with escapable shock. They
work far longer trying to escape from inescapable shock than do rats lacking this prior
mastery experience. Conversely, weanling rats given inescapable shock fail to escape
shock as adults. These adult rats are also poor to nonaversive discrimination learning.

Certain similarities have been noted between conditions produced in animals by the
learned-helplessness procedure and by the experimental neurosis paradigm. In the latter,
animals are first trained on a discrimination task and are then tested with discriminative
stimuli of increasing similarity. Eventually, as the discrimination becomes very difficult,
animals fail to respond and begin displaying abnormal behaviors: first agitation, then
lethargy.

It has been suggested that both learned helplessness and experimental neurosis
involve inhibition of motivation centers and pathways by limibic forebrain inhibitory
centers, especial in the septal area. The main function of this inhibition is compensatory,
providing relief from anxiety or distress. In rats subjected to the learned-helplessness and
experimental-neurosis paradigms, stimulation of the septum produces behavioral arrest,
lack of behavioral initiation and lethargy, while rats with septal lesions do not show
learned helplessness.

How analogous the model of learned helplessness and the paradigm of stress-induced
neurosis are to human depression is not entirely clear. Inescapable noise or unsolvable
problems have been shown to result in conditions in humans similar to those induced in
laboratory animals, but an adequate model of human depression must also be able to
account for the cognitive complexity of human depression.

36. The primary purpose of the passage is to _________.
[A] propose a cure for depression in human beings
[B] discuss research possibly relevant to depression in human beings



[C] criticize the result of experiments which induce depression in laboratory animals
[D] raise some questions about the propriety of using laboratory animals for research

37. The author raises the question at the beginning of Paragraph 2 in order to _________.
[A] prove that learned helplessness is caused by neurochemical changes
[B] demonstrate that learned helplessness is also caused by nonaversive discrimination

learning
[C] suggest that further research is needed to determine the exact cause of learned

helplessness
[D] refute a possible objection based on an alternative explanation of the cause of

learned helplessness

38. It can be inferred from the passage that rats with septal lesions (in Paragraph 4) do not
show learned helplessness because __________________..
[A] such rats were immunized against learned helplessness by prior training
[B] the lesion blocked communication between the limbic forebrain inhibitory centers

and motivation centers
[C] a lack of stimulation of the septal area does not necessarily result in excited

behavior
[D] the lesions prevented the rats from understanding the inescapability of the

helplessness situation

39. The author cites the “mastery effect” (in Paragraph 2) primarily in order to ________.
[A] prove the avoidance deficit caused by exposure to inescapable shock is no caused

by shock per se but by the inescapability
[B] cast doubts on the validity of models of animal depression when applied to

depression in human beings
[C] explain the neurochemical changes in the brain which cause learned helplessness
[D] argue that learned helplessness is simply a stress-induced noradrenergic deficiency

40. Which of the following would be the most logical continuation of the passage?
[A] An examination of techniques used to cure animals of learned helplessness.
[B] An explanation of the connection between septum and the motivation centers of

the brains of rats
[C] A proposal for an experiment to produce learned helplessness and experimental

neurosis in humans
[D] An elaboration of the differences between human depression and similar animal

behavior

第 8 页， 共 11 页



Part B
Directions:
In the following text, some sentences have been removed. For Questions 41-45, choose
the most suitable one from the list A-F to fit into each of the numbered blanks. There is
one extra choice, which does not fit in any of the blanks. Mark your answers on the
ANSWER SHEET. (10 points)

It’s a big moment for Bitcoin. (41) Senior economist François R. Velde wrote an
elegant critique of the four-year-old currency, explaining its mechanics, limitations, and
prospects for success, ultimately deeming it a “remarkable conceptual and technical
achievement, which may well be used by existing financial institutions.” (42)

(43) Producing a bitcoin “at current levels of difficulty requires a machine worth
about $3,000 and about a dollar’s worth of electricity per day,” meaning the cost of
producing one bitcoin, taking into account the machine’s depreciation over five years, is
about $2.50. While the estimate seems to discount the steadily rising cost of
higher-powered machines that are necessary for more complex hashing — and the pools
of machines necessary for mining — with Bitcoins currently valued at 100 times that, you
can see why companies offering ‘mining’ equipment are doing such good business.

Velde points out that there is $1,200 billion circulating in U.S. currency compared to
$1 billion in Bitcoin (when he authored the December 2013 paper). (44) But even given
that, Bitcoin is a “relatively small phenomenon,” as Velde puts it. “But it has been
growing,” he writes. “[T]he value of a bitcoin has increased tenfold since early 2013.”

To further put it into the context of the larger economy, he writes that “there are on
average about 30 bitcoin transactions per minute” vs. 200,000 Visa transactions per
minute, and that the average bitcoin transaction size is “about 16, i.e., on the order of
$2,000″ while “the average Visa transaction is about $80.” (45) (Of course, every once in
a while someone might drop a cool mil on mining gear.)

“So far, the uses of bitcoin as a medium of exchange appear limited, particularly if
one excludes illegal activities,” notes Velde. “It has been used as a means to transfer funds
outside of traditional and regulated channels and, presumably, as a speculative investment
opportunity.”

A. Velde starts out by laying out the numbers.
B. For those who have pondered what bitcoin actually is — currency vs. stock vs.

money — Velde has an answer.
C. If this were Economic Mean Girls, this is the part of the movie where Lindsay

‘Bitcoin’ Lohan gets friended by the powerful, popular crowd.
D. At that level of spending, it’s fairly obvious that most of the activity happening in

Bitcoin is not actually buying things (as I did in May), but rather trading.
E. Thanks to a recent price surge to over $250, the market cap for the nearly 12

million Bitcoin in existence is now well over $3 billion.
F. The digital currency has gotten an official nod from the overseer of U.S. currency

in the form of a primer out of the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago.
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Part C
Directions:
Read the following text carefully and then translate the underlined segments into Chinese.
Your translation should be written neatly on the ANSWER SHEET. (10 points)

Your Smartphone Has Officially Hijacked Your Life

(46) It’s time for you to take step No. 1 and acknowledged that there is a problem that
you are powerless to resolve—that the moment you and your date finish ordering dinner
you pull out your smartphones and start texting so you don’t have to face the possibility of
silence; that you have come to believe that you more-or-less actually have read War and
Peace because you read the plot summary on Wikipedia; that you find out what your kid
is up to not by talking to her but by monitoring her Facebook page; (47) that at work you
simply cannot go more than 10 minutes without surreptitiously checking email no matter
how much else you have to do—and that if there are no new messages you feel like a total
loser; that you’re always taking pictures of yourself with your friends so you can check on
how good you look; that you cheat on the crossword puzzle; that even though you’re
married you are always assessing your market value on match.com—which is not
cheating, right?

(48) But think of the upsides. You can never get lost anymore, you always know how
to pack for wherever it is you’re going. You deal with fewer mediocre meals, fewer hotels
with lousy service. There are no ticket lines for the movie, no need for pick-up lines at
bars or excruciating intro Q-and-As at parties, no risk of boredom as you play Temple
Run or check stock prices between subway stops. (49) Gone is the frustration of not
being able to identify the song you’re hearing, or the inadequacy of not knowing the
meaning of the acronym that the know-it-all in the next office used at yesterday’s staff
meeting. Instant expertise on every subject, and all the data you could imagine to back up
your own personal convictions about the evils of gluten, delivered to your brain in
predigested paragraphs. Camera at the ready for every photo op, voice recorder for
whatever idea pops into your head and out of your mouth. (50) So what if your attention
span has been fragmented into nanoseconds, if you measure your social life by Facebook
friends, your professional worth by Google hits, and the worst words you can imagine are
“airplane mode”?

We are all one-marshmallow OCD narcissists, granted by our devices the magic of
comprehensive instant gratification, of self-reinforcing world views, of control over the
daily minutia of our fates and fortunes. To not be irrevocably addicted to our smartphones
would be senseless.

That being said, why is it that the essence of our app-mediated existence seems so
eerily reminiscent of some of our most famous and enduring visions of dystopia?
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Section III Writing

51. Directions:
Carefully read the following passage and write a short composition of about 250 to 300
words. You should write the composition on the ANSWER SHEET. Note that your score
will be awarded mainly on the base of content, logic, style and language. (30%)

The five-game clash pitting man against machine was over in March 2016, with Google's
artificial intelligence program winning the series. The program — called AlphaGo —
took four of five games against Korean Lee Sedol, an 18-time world champion of the
board game Go.

[Note: Go 围棋]

Why is this achievement of science helpful or disastrous to human beings? An
argumentative is expected to support your viewpoint.

The end of the test
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